Gene Colin Impact Statement

Foundation board
member Gene Colin
dies of natural causes
From Diane Kocer, Executive Director:

Gene’s Education Foundation Journey
1990 – The AGC Education Foundation is in the early years. Gene was introduced to our
mission through Hugh Ferguson. He embraced it and never looked back.
1993 – Gene put his shoes on, walking from the Tacoma AGC office to the Seattle AGC
Building to raise awareness and funds for our mission.
1994 – Through Gene’s influence, Hugh Ferguson established the Hugh S. Ferguson
Endowment Fund, investing $60,000 into perpetuity for general programs.
1997 – Ferguson Construction established the Employees of Ferguson Construction
Endowment Fund, investing $75,000 into perpetuity for general programs. Gene
contributed personally to this fund.
2003 – Gene introduced Jerry Lee, MulvannyG2, to our Foundation, resulting in the named
endowment MulvannyG2 Memorial Endowment in Memory of Patricia
Chikamoto Lee. $27,700 was invested into perpetuity for student scholarships.
2012 – Gene established the Gene Colin Two Year College Scholarship Fund, investing
$25,000 into perpetuity for a scholarship to South Seattle College.
2015 – Gene awarded the Foundation with a private grant to expand the workforce
development programs, allowing the creation of a designated staff person to create
programs that create awareness of construction-career pathways. His participation
with multiple education boards and schools provided Gene with keen insight into the
lack of construction-career awareness for students. He felt that schools focused only
on the four-year degree, offering little alternatives for students. This was not acceptable
to Gene and he wanted the Foundation to expand workforce-development programs.
2016 – Gene joins the Foundation Board of Trustees.
1990 - 2017 – Gene participated in countless committees, strategic planning efforts, and in
Gene’s words, “capers” to ensure that the Foundation’s mission expanded into the
position that he confidently would state his pride and joy of its accomplishments.

“

”

I have a dream that the Foundation doubles or triples in order to stay relevant
and provide programs that change with the times...
I think in terms of the next 35 years, we are just beginning.
-Gene Colin, “AGC Education Foundation History: 1980-2015” video
www.constructionfoundation.org/about/videos

Gene loved numbers

Highlighting some Foundation figures that would make Gene proud

•
•
•
•

Since 1980, more than $1 million has been awarded to our constituents.
Since 2009, nearly $491,000 has been awarded to grant and scholarship recipients.
From 7/1/2016 - 6/30/2017, 2,835 students attended Foundation classes.
As of 9/1/2017, the endowment was valued at $4,328,988.

When referring to the milestones of the
Foundation over the 37 years since its
inception, Gene made sure we got it right.
Gene walked the talk about our mission —
literally — walking from the Tacoma AGC
office to the Seattle AGC office to highlight
awareness and raise significant funds for the
Foundation. He was a determined, endlessly
generous supporter of and advocate for
this organization. Our mission to promote
and develop construction careers perfectly
aligned with Gene’s passion for the industry
and education. His opinions were always
known, intentions were spot-on, and his
legacy will live on within this organization.
Gene was instrumental in the creation of
three named endowments: the Hugh S.
Ferguson Endowment, the Employees of
Ferguson Construction Endowment, and the
Gene Colin Two-Year College Scholarship at
South Seattle College. “Onward and upward”
to our dear friend.
From the AGC of Washington:
Gene’s peers in the construction industry
often heard him share his philosophy on
giving back: “A company should give back
to its employees first. Secondly, it should
give back to its industry. Thirdly, it should
give back to the community that allowed us
to prosper.” The members, board and staff
of the Associated General Contractors of
Washington are grateful and privileged that
the AGC was one of Gene’s primary vehicles
for giving back. From helping establish
and enhance the iconic AGC Building in
Seattle to staunchly defending the industry’s
interests in Olympia, Gene was a ubiquitous
presence at the AGC. Gene was passionate
in his support of the construction industry.
Some might even say he was intimidating. But
those who knew him best know that was a
persona that masked a generous, welcoming
and amiable spirit. Not only did Gene
enjoy the comradery of his construction
colleagues, he actively worked to cultivate
it. He was not above making a helicopteraided grand entrance in Tacoma, wearing a
tuxedo and shorts, to promote good cheer
among AGC Seattle District and Southern
District members. And while many of Gene’s
contributions to the association he loved are
legendary, others he tried to keep under the
radar, like the time the AGC Fife office was
mysteriously painted over a weekend. We
could go on and on about how Gene was a
Captain of Industry, but we’ll let his standing
as a member of the UW Construction Hall
of Fame speak to that. Plus, he’d balk at all
the praise. But the one thing we can’t let go
unsaid is that, above all, Gene Colin was a
friend, indeed.
Gene J. Colin (May 14, 1941 – June 6, 2017)

A man known for his humor, quick wit, and for never being shy about it
Gene had a great sense of humor. He let his opinions be known to all, which allowed
for great banter and countless jokes. Every December, the Foundation distributes holiday
presents to the Board of Trustees. It should be noted that Gene was not a board member
until 2016, but because of his long-standing relationship to the Foundation, Gene would
often receive personalized holiday gifts from his friends at the Foundation. The following
represent a few of his favorite gifts over the years.

Holiday gift 2012. Gene’s “Collection of My Favorite Christmas Hits” was an actual CD. Gene insisted that
we immediately reproduce 60 copies so that he could distribute to all his friends, which he promptly did.

I’LL HAVE A BLUE CHRISTMAS WITHOUT MCKENNA
Elvis Presley

WALKING IN A COSTCO WONDERLAND
Bing Crosby

AWAY IN A TILT-UP MANGER
Nat “King” Cole

TODD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN
Perry Como

GRANDMA GOT RUN OVER BY A HARLEY
Dr. Elmo

DO YOU HEAR WHAT I HEAR, PAL?
Andy Williams

LAST CHRISTMAS, I GAVE YOU MY WALLET
Wham!

HOW THE GRINCH STOLE THE ELECTION
Thurl Ravenscroft

HAVE YOURSELF A GARY LITTLE CHRISTMAS
Michael Bublé

LIBERALS WE HAVE HEARD ARE HIGH
Andrea Bocelli

JOY TO THE FRICKIN’ WORLD
Nat “King” Cole

Holiday gift 2013

Nutrition Facts
Serving Size: 1 Fruitcake
Servings per Container: 1 Idiot Senate
Amount Per Serving
Idiot Fruit Pieces 253

Semi-Idiot Nuts 279

Cancellation Notices 100,000,000
Increased Deductibles
Increased Copays
Money We Don’t Have to Spend
Congressional Gridlock
Government Shutdown
All night filibusters
Average wait-time on Healthcare.gov

16 days

% Daily Value
100%
100%
100%
100%

0%

Barack Obama
Percent of Time He Knows What He’s Doing

0%

Nuts in Congress

INGREDIENTS: Harry Reid Raisins, Maria Cantwell
Cranberries, Healthcare.gov Honey, Cage Free
Copay Eggs, Unbleached Wheat Flour Deductibles,
Asthma Apricots, Pre-existing Condition Pecans, Amateur
Hour Almonds, Brown Boehner Sugar, Marijuana Butter,
Non GMO Joe Biden Oil, Obamacare Orange Juice,
Barack Brandy, Individual Mandate Cinnamon, Exchange
Baking Powder, Sebelius Salt, Affordable Care Allspice,
Congress Cardamom, Non Stick Law Spray (Soy, Soy
Lecithin) CONTAINS: White House Wheat, Copay Eggs,
Democrat Dairy, Tree Nutjob Congressmen, Soy

1
1 decade

Kathleen Sebelius
Percent of Americans
Who Like Her

Nutjobs

Holiday gift 2011

“I Love Fruitcake”
-Nobody

“Bet You Can’t Get Rid of It!”

100%

*Percent Daily Values are based on reasonable Americans who could do a better job than these idiots
in Washington D.C.

INGREDIENTS: Harry Reid Raisins, Maria Cantwell
Cranberries, Healthcare.gov Honey, Cage Free

